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Foreword

I was very pleased to be given the opportunity to write a foreword to this publication.

The Amside and Silverdale Area of Qutstanding Natural Beauty is one of 40 AONBs
in England and Wales which, together with National Parks, represent our finest
landscapes. Landscape means more than just ‘scenery’ and encompasses everything
that makes an area distinctive: geology, climate, soil, plants, animals, communities,
archaeology, buildings and the people who live in it, past and present.

This book is an excellent introduction to part of that landscape: the Orchards of the
AONB. Building on work carried out in the early nineties, Phil has delved into the past
and brought to life people’s memories of archard planting and apple picking and
introduced us to some local characters, He has shown us how fruit growing played
an important part in the Area’s history and has described to us to the subtleties
of the different fruit varieties.

However, there is undoubtedly more to discover and 1 would urge you to let us know of
any orchards and/or apple varieties which have been omitted. Phil’s detective work is
ongoing and I look forward to reading future publications of his findings which will
hopefully fill some of the existing gaps in our knowledge of this Area's wonderful heritage.

lan E Henderson

AONB Manager
2006
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Introduction

In the early 1990s an orchard survey was conducted in the Amside and Silverdale
Area of Quistanding Natural Beauty (AONB). Questionnaires retumed from [ruit tree owners
showed there to be a wide range ol apple, plum, damson and pear varieties being grown in
many orchards and gardens.
The survey also unearthed information about previous orchards in the area, the people who owned
and rended them and the places 1o which fruit had been sold in the past.

Further work, made possible by financial support from the AONPE's Sustainable Development Fund, has now
been done to investigate, nurture and promote the AONE's special hentage as an historical fruit growing ared.

The aims of this ongoing project are:

Discover the recent history of
selected orchards in the AONE
including the recording of

Provide advice on frait gee
maintenance, new planting, grant
funding and marketng of fruir
personal memories associated Promote the unigue qualities
and biodiversity of orchards
in the Amside and Silverdale
ACNB

with them.

Gather further information
aboaut the fruit vaneties
grown in the AQNE:

This includes wdentificanon
wiork and consideration of
rare and wnusual vaneries

Enthuse and inspire lroit mee
keepers throughout the
ACNE and more widely

{or conservation. Achieving these aims will deliver
the Actions for orchards ser oul
in the Amside and Sthverdale

AONE Management Plan (2004)

ldenufy any orchards in the
Area that can be practicably
restored




Gl - Hazelwood Hall Lodee, Silverdale
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Q-[istory

We know that orchards have been a feature of the Arnside and Silverdale AONB
landscape for a long time. Records of the Dallam Estate from the early 16005
refer to the presence of orchards in the Haverbrack area.

Allington Fippm Scotch Bridget
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History

The records shiow that a ‘licence
to alienate’ (e transler property?
wits granted on 1st November
1609 by James | to Roland and
Jane Thormnburghe, and john and
Francis Preston. The portion of
estate which was manslemed
included lourteen houses with
thelr surtounding grounds,

“one dovecot, fourteen gardens, ten
orchards. .. Hoverbrack, Bethome
and Mylthropp".

Another legal document in the
eighteenth century shows a new
tenant for these orchards:

"Muanar of Bethom in the County of
Westmortand 14th June 1737, Then
recetved of William Dinedy The Suwl of
Frie Pounds Eight Shillings for a
General Fine due upon the Death of
the Right Honourable James, Earl of
Dby date tovd of thee said Manor for a
miestige dand tenement with the
Appirtenances Consisting of an Howse
witel Authorising Seven Bays with the
Cordlem angd Orchard And Several
Closes eall'd the Orchard beyond the
Tonwr",

The annual rent was 6s 3d,

There is ulso carly documentation
ol grchards present in the Yealands:

"ath February 1707, Conveyance
Jor £12.6.0d Thomas Harrison of
the Barish of Slaithurne, co Yok,
condwamer, to Joannah Chordey of
Borwich widow - cottage at Yealaned
Sterres, B orched, garden,
paddock or hempland, dale in
Yealand White Moss (half aore) ang

et . I PR
brackindale on Yealand Craggs. Spartan

I a will dared June 28th 1732,
Ann Beetham of Yealand Readman
(Redmayne) bequeaths to her
hrothers " mestage. . consisting

of house, garden, ovchard "

{The term “mespage’ is used w
mean house and surrounding
grounds.




Maps and written material from the mid-eighteenth century show the Amside area to
be sparsely populated. Nevertheless, orchards were in existence at this time;
Saltcotes Hall is documented with an orchard in its vicinity.

In the late eighteenth cenrury,
account records of estate {arms
included the existence of orchards
at Beetham Hall Farm, Beetham
Parsonage Farm, Hollins Hill Farm,
New Barm Farm and Hazelslack
Farm. Hazelslack, where fruic mees
can still be seen today, is listed as
having three orchards.

The histary of fruit trees in the
grounds of Ashmeadow can also be
mraced baclk 1o over two centuries
ago. The lollowing two references
are testimony that today's
Ashmeadow fruit trees are in fact
the remnants af 4 very productve
orchard. "a remarkable orchard for
hearing well" ar the site described in
the Beetham Repository of 1770 is
relerred o in A Brief History of
Ashmeadow Amside by Ann
Kitchen. An 1829 Gazerreer of
Cumberland and Westmorland
states

"the plantations about Ashmeadow are
in a thriving condition and the fruit
trees extremely hocuriant although they
are many of them within a few yards
of high water mark."

In the 18405 Silverdale was a tiny
hamler but, nevertheless, had a
huge orchard located ar the site of
the present-day Warerslack
Garden Centre and Farm riding
stables, where a few very old fruit
trees remain.  Apple varteties
such as Duke of Devonshire,
Ribston Pippin, Scorch Bridger
and Grenadier grew in this
orchard.

Map section 1857

Maps from the same period
show that as well as the
Waterslack orchard, two
smaller orchards
existed near Challan
Hall.

In Silverdale iself,
archards are recorded
at The Green o the
north of Stankelt
Road and extending
to Bottoms Lane.

Ohrchards in the Storth Ared



Smaller orchards are shown ar the
Row along Cove Lane, where there
i still an orchard today, and one
named "Slack Orchard" was located
on the coast south of Cove House,

Extensive orchards are shown on
maps of the Amside area which
were published in 1862, reaching
as far west as the Post Ollice and
extending southwards from the
Fighting Cocks Inn. Ar this ome,
substantal archards existed around
and above Saltcotes Hall and also
in the Orchard Road locality.

There is also evidence of fruit
growing at this time in

Sandside, Storth, Beetham
and at many country
houses and farms
in the region.

Nearly thirty years later, the 1891
.5, map reveals expanding
orchards on the slopes near Yealand
Redmayne, near Hale and also near
Warton.  From further map studies,
it appears that planting of froic
trees continued in our region until
at least the 1930s; For instance,
newly planted orchards appear
along Carr Bank Road ona 1913
O.5. map yet there is no evidence
of their existence on an 1898
extract, The orchards ar Moss
House and Carr Bank are markecd
on carlicr maps.

Salteetes Hall Chchard undergoing some
SEFIOUS tree mdintenance

Map section 1862
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Map section 1912
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Orchards
in the AONB

During and following Victorian times, the population of the Amside and Silverdale
area expanded, hand-in-hand with the establishment of commercial orchards
to produce fruit not only for local needs but also for markets further afield.

Reliable fruir varieties were selected according to their season of ripening

and their keeping qualities.

Crlenside, Siherdale Limestones, Wirton Hrazel Hall Lodpe, Silverdile




Beachwood, ¢

In 1883, apples were sent to the
Royal Hortieultural Society National
Apple Congress in London from
the Beachwood orchard, A writien
record has been kept of the
Congress' proceedings, the
commenis of exhibitors and the
apple vareties on show,

The records show thar Beachwood's
exhihited apples came lrom trees
planted in 1776, gralted on to crab
apple stock and grown "on the
scashore, with a north dspect, very
muich exposed, suffering very much
frame the west winds and receiving no
sun before midday. Soil, 12 inches of
maderate logm; subsoil, @ reddish clay,
wet and poor” Poor condinons
indeed! However, a lurther com-
mene suggests that crab apple stock
is suited to this growing situarion,
being "the only fit one for this Jocality,
as several varteties on other stock
canber very mich here”

What did the Royal Horticulrural
Society judges think of the apples?

They were not impressed; the
exhibits "were all small, very
deficient in colowring, being grecn
and unnpe tookimg and all mive or
less acid." We should perhaps
remember thae the trees were
107 vears old in 1883

Keswick
Candlie

Flemvewer, whilst those Londen
exhibits may have hicked quality,
Beachwood m the 1880s dees not
appear 10 have lacked variety i its
apple growing. The judges also
commented thal Beachwood had
“an extremely Interesting collection of
old English apples now seldom to Je
met with", the same vaneties having
been grown there [or over 200
vears, Beachwood kept 11 types
ol dessert apples and 12 kinds of
culinary apples.

Dessert apples
Court Pendu Plar
Cox's Orange Pippin
Kerry Pippin

King of the Pippins M
Margil

Newtown Pippin
Red Asrrachan
Ribston Pippin
Scarler Nonpareil
Sturmer Plppin
Sykehouse Russet

7

Culinary apples
Bedlordshire Foundling
Keswick Codlin

King Apple

Lord Suffiekd

Melson's Glory (Wamer's King}
MNormanton Wonder (Dumelin's Seedling)
Northem Greening

Marthern Spy

Prussian Pippin

Ringer

Roval Russet

Scotch Bridger

Perhaps Beachwood played a par,
for a while, in keeping some of
these vaneties alive in this country,
as all except King Apple and
Prussian Pippin are still available.

King Apple and Prussian Pippin are
considered o be "mj_*it-‘,ing_" IO,
This means they are not present in
the national fruie collection at
Brogdale in Kent nor have they
been recorded since Victorian
rimes. As for Beachwood's
orchards, these oo have declined.
Today, omly some dead and
dying
fruit trees
can be tound
nesir the shore,

@



Yealand Manor

When the interior of the walled garden ar Yealand Manor, established in
the 1820s, was cleared some years agp, a number of named metal
dlises were rerrieved. These provided evidence thar King ol
Pippins, Nelson's Glory (Warner's King),

Searlet Pearmain and Tower of Glammis

Pears (Doyenne du Comice and Beurre Diel)

and the Jefferson Plum wete growm too,
These varieties are likely to be a small
[raction of all the [ruits which
would have been culovated

were grown in the garden.

the Yealand Manor garcen.

Wharcester Pecrmain

Glenside, Red Bridge Lane, S ilverdale

Glenside, with its orchard of 2.6
acres, is known ro have been selling
apples, plums and damsons from
its doorstep as well as dt Lancaster
market. A resident of Amside has
recounted thar he can remember
visiting Glenside orchard in 1930
where he bought plums for 9d

a pound, He thought this an
exorbitant amount compared with
his 30s a week mill-workers' wage.

Glenside orchard was onginally
owned as a commercial concem

in the 1920s by the Edmundson
family and then sold to the Burgess
family, Members of the Burgess
farily seill ron a swall on Lancaster
market but cheeses are ther
speciality today.

The remnant Glenside orchard,
which would have held over 300
trees when in its prime, 15 still one
of the largest in the region today,
consisting of approximately 140
fruit rrees, a quarter of which are
plum varieties. Interestingly, three

Metal discs used for
labelling of different vanties

old trees are each grafied with two
apple vantes, One rree has gralis of
Bismark and Scotch Bridget, the
other two both feature Worcester
Pearmain and Scotch Bridger.

Red Bridge Barn

This orchard, of just over half an
aere, is next w Glenside. T s
known to have been established
much eartier than Glenside,
appearing on maps in 1846
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Hazelwood Hall Lodge, Silverdale

Keswick Codlin, Limestones, Warton



Orchard Barn, Briery Bank, Arnside

Chver 130 trees are grown at the
present-day Orchard Bam. As older
mees die, they are replaced with
various new [ruin tees.

There is evidence of an orchard

ar this site, possibly connected 1o
Salreotes Hall, as lar back as the
1750s. However the erchard we see
today ariginates rom a replanting in
the 1890s.

Awasitor to the 2005 Apple Day

ar Orchard Barn. Perer Kmight,
caused much excirerment when he
produced a photograph ol the
Whinrey lamily. Thomias Whinrey,
who would have been in his lace
0= at the dme and who was bom
in Arnsice, and his wile Ellin,
instigated the 1890s replanting.

Meanwhile, the present owners of
Orchard Bam, Pewer Goulder and
Sheila Porter, have discovered severnl
old wooden [ruit boxes inan

outbuilding which are variously
mirked with "Docker Bros., Carlisle”
and "Edward Mee & Sons, Froit
Merchants, Holmes Chapel”

There are memories of boxes ol
apples bemg raken to Amside
railway station in the 1930s 50
wie can surmise thar use was
made of the milway network for
distribution of fruirs

It seems possible that surplus
produce could have been sent o
Carlisle from Orchard Bam, in order
1o supplement the fruic markets
there, However the connection, il
there is one, with Holmes Chapel,
Cheshire is puzzling because there
have been large commercial
orchards and fruic farms in thar area,
It seems unlikely that Cheshire
wonld have a demand lor imports.

However we can be almiost certain
that damsons from the Brery Bank
area went to Yorkshire, There are
memones of the Moorhouse jam
company, based in the Leeds areq,
taking damsons away by oy

A large range of apple varieties is 1o

be found amengst the older wees at

Orchared Bam today.

Tom Putt and Herrings Pippin grow
here; the later s not known to exist
anywhere else in the region

Members of the Whinrey Famaly 1890

Mao of interest, are individual trees
grafted with two vannes ez
Herrings Pippin with Allington
Fippin, Rikston Pippin on the same
tree as Grenadien

Guard Hill Farm,

Sandside

Guard Hill Farm, Sandside is known
0 have produced Grenadier apples.
There are recollections of the lrui
being sold in Milnthorpe marker
and also sent w Barrow marker by
main in the 1940s, Unformunately
these Grenadier apple trees have
disappeared durng the last 30 years,
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Stankelt Road. Silverdale

Seven apple trees remain in this orchard roday, including Keswick Codlin,
Allington Pippin and Lane's Prince Albert. The orchard is situated next
to a footpath which runs alongside Stankelt Road and parallel to Lindeth
Hoad. James Gardiner bought a plot of land alongside this path in the
19205, planted an orchard and grew vegetables, He set up a small
areengrocery business and must have been a lamiliar sight as he

travelled with his cart and horse Ponnus Pilate, selling his produce

locally. James' dog, Kaiser Bill, travelled with him too and repuredly
werrorised customers!

Limestones, Warton

It was James Gardiner's younger brother Tom who set up the Limestones
orchard on the west side of Warton Crag. The orchard was planted on
the south-facing slopes of a limestone ndge

It is thought that Tom sold his fruit 1o his brather. Many of the trees in
Limestones still survive today, tended by James Gardiner's grandson, Jim,
who has also planted young fruit trees there. This is a lovely example of the
AONB's orchard heritage continuing to thrive

Lord Derby

The Grove, Shore

Roa d: S i‘[:'.-'t" Ya f;f

Jim Bolton, who was a schoolboy
in Silverdale during the 1940s, has
provided us with memories of

The Grove. He remembers picking
apples [rom the mees, and the
chore of gathenng damsons. In
those days, the [ruit harvest was an
important event for which a cousin
came all the way from Bamow in
order o help. The ripening apples,
damsons and plums were
inspected by a representanve from
Hartleys jam company and then
later collected in hession bags.

lim can remember Bramley, Scotch
Bridget and Beaury of Bath apples,
also a srawbherry apple with red
stripes. This is intnguing as we
have records of two "missing”
northern apple vareties called
Summer Strawherry and
strawberry Apple.
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Limestones Orchard, Wiirton

Ellison’s Orange Rowal George Keswich Codlin




Richmond Hill. Sifverdale

At Richmond Hill, the Richmond
sisters have lond memoeries of
the orchard planted by their
grancfather as part of a three acre
marker garden. As children they
were prevented from climbing most
of the trees in case they caused
damage bur scaling the crab apple
tree was allowed.  Every year the
orchard mees were sprayed with
tar ofl and on one occasion they
remember a very scented purple
violet under the Worcester
Pearmain being killed dunng
the spraying, which was not
appreciated! i
: —ih Ly

Sometime belore the Second Warld
War, the apple house ar Richmond
Hill weas converted into a
hen-house wath a lean-to on s
side called a Sc:nm:hjng shed.
When war broke our in 1939,

the building was retumed to its
orginal purpose as an apple store,

A local joiner was employed to put
in the shelves and slatong. Apples
were sold ar the family's local paper
shop where the fruit was much
sought after, especially the
Loddimgton variety.

The sisters can remember apple
varieties Stirling Castle and Lady
Henniker growing in the
orchard, bur their favourine
was the Loddington. It
was 4 good keeper and
— could be available for
S20 .
i earing until March.
Sowman's Seedling was
also prown, this vanety
" having been introduced by
AL G. Sowman ar Hunon
Agriculiural Cellege, near
Preston in 1914

We have another record of Mr
Sowman from a lecture that he
gave n January 1923, dunng
which he 1s reported 1n the Preswon
Guardian as saying

Search Bridget

"Twa very popular varicties in
Lancashire, though httle known
further afield, were Scotch Bridget and
Prioctor's Seedling. Both dated hach
probably 100 years,”

Richmond House Apple Store




fwood Hall Lm.fé}e‘ Silverdale

Adams Pearmain

Roger Walton grows many modemn
apple vareties in the grounds of
his well tended walled garden in
Silverdale. They are mained as
cordons and Roger has assessed
their growing and tasting qualities.
His favournites are Fiesta, Suntan,
Sunset and Katy., He finds that
Falstaff and Jupiter are also
accepiable. Pears, plums. chernes
and soft fruit also thrive in the
garden and there is an
impressive espalier of
a Conlerence pear
tree on a south

[acing weall, /

Roger hard
al work:




Hazelwood Hall specimens

ane. Silve

1ke View, R

Pating from the 1970s, this
well-established orchard now
hoasts a line collecrion of old and
modem apples, Several of the
trees are the product of the
owner's own skilful grafting,

[ a tree 15 not domg well, it will
he regrafted to create a dilferent
variety. The owner, John Waller,
has won many prizes in local
shows with his Discovery apples,
but his favourites are Jupiter and
Cnspin (Mitsul, both modem
varieties. He is alse impressed
with the qualities of Monarch, a
Victorian culinary apple, raised in
L8288 and inroduced in 1918, Tt
is a stran which appears o do well
in the wer climate of the North
West of England

Menarch

Ivy Ba nk,
Lindeth Road,
Silverdale

Brian Dobson grows many tradi-
nonal and modemn vaneties ol
apple in his orchard in
Silverdale. Some of the
trees date from the 1920s
but perhaps the oldest is
? the 100 year old Cox's
Chrange Pippin, Three younger
pear trees — Conference, Williams
Bon Chretien and Doyenne de
Comice - are also meloded in his
collection.



Orchards Visits
ﬂ! 100+

#['t 51-100 At this stage more than ninety
dulsee | orchards and gardens have

been visited
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Condition of Orchards

The condition of many older orchards within the AONB has deteriorated over the years. A large number are
in need of concentrated restorative work in order to ensure survival. Rerurning such orchards to their original
conditon or plantings may require resources from outside the region. For example, one apple tree situated inan
ancient orchard and bearing unidentified apples not seen anywhere else in the locality recently died without
graftwood being raken. On the other hand, many old orchards are still thriving and yielding well. In some cases,
ingenious structures have been devised to ensure thar trees stay upright, a mibute o the efforts of their keepers!

Carr bunl area - Mire de .I".-rr-_nagr_ Cove House - Jonathan




7[}0}9[& Varieties

and Qdéntﬁcamon 4

The collection of dara on fruit varieties in the AONB is a continuing process.

At the time of writing, not every orchard in the AONB has been visited and

there could be

OFf the orehards thar have been
visited, some trees had ne froit
on display and so require another
survey in order o establish their
variety. Ol the fruir that has been
collecred, nor all has been

positively identified,

Informarion has been kept on

all the fruits found se far in the
AONB but priority is being given
to the identification of apples in

older orchards.

"hidden" trees in gardens, awaiting discovery:

However, as many growers in the
AONB have planted newer Iruit
vaneries, comments about the
quality of these modemn apples

have also been recorded

Detaled records have been
discovered of several "missing”
northemn apple varieties having
heen grown here in the past;
perhaps some of these acrually
still exist. If so, then it is
important to locate them and
take gralts to ensure their
survival, It is thoughr that two

“missing” apple varieties have

already been discovered.

Apples [ar oummumber other froits
grown in the region and it is
notable that lew pear trees are
kept in comparison with ather
orchards in Lancashire.

For example, in the old orchards
of Eccleston, Bretherton and
Croston, in the south of the
county, pears are heavily

favoured over ;ipph:&s.



Identification of Apples

Identilication of apples can be complicated by the fact that a mystery tree may be an old
recorded variety or a seedling. Pips sown in the ground do not generally "come rrue” 1o the
fruit of the parent tree and therelore new varieties are spawned,

In the 1920s Edward Bunvard
commented on the Blenheim
Orange apple,

"There are doubtless many seedlings
ren i cultivation which closely
resemble this fine variety, but are not
guite identical”. An apple thought o
be a cross beeween a Lodedington
and Lord Derby has been found in
Silverdale.

At o recent Apple Day in the south
ol England a visitor asked the
knowledgeable and well-gualified
pomelogist how many apples he
should bring from his tree for
identification. "A bucketfull” was
the reply, aptly summing up the

Flat Flad Rogand

amount of difliculty which an apple
ientifier can face.

In his "Handbook of Hardy Fruis"
Bunyard stares that "It is extremely
difficult tf not impossible to formulate
i key classification to apples”
Nevertheless he produced one in
which he describes five diflerent
apple shapes; [lat, round, conical,
ablong and oval. John Bultitude
goes into more detail and describes
nine shapes in his book “Apples: a
Gunde 1o the Idenufication of
[ntemarional Varieties”

Shape, size, colour, skin testure,
taste and season of npening
provide the first clues when

Comienl

Latrrg Conical

identifying an apple. However,

in order o make a reasoned
judgement of an apple's vanety, it
is usual 10 examine other character
istics such as the salk and stalk
cavity, the eye (clove-like sepals
within the basin ar the apex), the
presence of russet and surdace
lenticels (tiny pores), and the shape
of the core when the apple 1s cur
apen

Examples of how vanous learures
can appear in partcular varieties are
as [ollows,

Newton Wonder has a very thick
fleshy sealk

Seotch Bridget has broad ribs and
uneven knobs ar the apex

Beauty of Bath and Worcester
Bridget have a distinctly sweet and
fruicy aroma

Keswick Codlin, Early Victoria
and Edward VII sometimes display
i hairline — a thin raised line
running from base o apex

There are many other clues to look
for when classilying apples. Some
experts argue that identificanon of
inclividual fruir vanenes is an ar,
others say it's a scienee, but both
sides would agree it's a minelicld!




App [es

More than 100 apple varieties have been recorded within the AONB so far.
Of these, 63 have been found in orchards planted ar least 50 years ago
i.e. the older orchards in the region.

However there are 10 vaneties, within the 63, which have not yet been positively identilied; two of
these have been sent to Brogdale, Kent for further examination. Culinary apples have been found

1o ournumber dessert apples by a ratio of 3:1. Predictably the Bramley apple 15 the most widely planted.

Top ten culinary apples
and numbers identified

i

6.

10,

Bramley's Scedling
Scorch Bridget
Grenadier

Newton Wonder
Lord Derby
Keswick Codlin
Lane's Prince Albert
Blénheim Orange
Bismark

Lord Grosvenor

129
+4+
26
19
15

/”

P IEN
.hq“

Worcester Pearmain

Most commonly
planted dessert apples

1.

W

Cox's Orange Pippin

2. Allington Pippin
2. Ellison's Orange
3.
3
4

Egremont Russet

. Beaury of Bath

- Worcester Pearmain

Laxton's Su purh

. Lady Sudeley

Lord Lambourme

. James Grieve

12
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The most commonly-found apples in the AONB

ULTHIAT U

Bramle y's Seedlin 4

Cropping 1 heavy: the
apples have plenty of
Mavour and juice.

Raized in Southwell

hetween 1809 and 1813,
Pick in October,

Senson: November o Mareh.

Scotch B rini‘j{er

White tender llesh, solt and juiey.
Can be a dessert apple oo,

First recorded in 1851, Scotland,
The Lancashire Scowch Bridger was
exhibited in 1893,

Pick in early October

Season: October o January,

{jiwmd?er

Tangy and juicy, can be cooked
o a fuff,

Recorded in 1862,

Pick i August
Season: Augnst to October

Blenheim Orange

Diry, distincove favour Can

also be a dessert apple,

Raised in Oxfordshire in the 17405
Pick in early Ocrober

Seson: Nevember to January,

Bramley

Lord Derby

Good Tavour and stays

intace when cooked.

Raised ar Stockport, Cheshire
in 1862,

Pick in late September,
Season; October o December,

Keswick Codlin

Pale, yellowish-white flesh,
very juicy, tender and soflt

Discovered at Gleaston Castle,

Ulverstan in 1790
Pick in late Auguse.

Sedson: late September 1o Octobet

Lane's Prince Albert
Seays ineact when cooked.
Raised in the 18408,

Pick in carly Cerober
Season: December to March,

Newtan Wonder |

Bismark

Strong and fruity flavour.
Possibly onginanng from
Tasmania in the 1B70s.

Pick in late September,

Season: November oo February,

Lord Grosvenor

A reasonable lavour, breaks up
when cooked. Heavy cropper,
Raised in the 18705,

Pick in mid-August

Season: mid-August o

mid-October.
Newton Wonder

Large and colourful with good
full favour,

Raised in Derbyshire in 1887
Pick in mid-Ocober,

Season: November to March,

‘.
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Caw's Crange Fippin

Cox's Orange Pippin

The most widely-planted dessent
apple but it does not always
lourish in the north.

Dates from 1825

Pick in October

Season: October to January.

ﬂfﬁngtﬂn' 'PIE}J'PI'H

Rich, aromatic flavour

Raised in Lincalnshire in 1884
Pick in late Seprember.

Season: October to December,

Fllison's Gmnge

Rich amiseed flavour Prone o early
cianker in areas of high rainfall.
Recorded n 1904,

Pick in Seprember

Season: Seprember and Ocrober.

Igremmtt Russet

Sweet, rich, nutry flavour. Another
variety which does not abways do
well in the north, Raised in

Sussex in L1872 has no connection

with Egremont in Cumbrial

Pick in late September

Season; October o December

Beauty qf Rath

Perfurmed and sweer, an early
cropper

Raised n 186+

Pick in August.
Season: August,

Laxton's Superh

lends 1o be biennial in bearing and
does not always thrive in the north.
Rused in 1897,

Pick in October

Season: November to January,

Lady Sudeley

Wery atrractive fruir bur a up bearer.
Onginated [rom Sussex in 1849,
Pick in mid-August.

Season: mid-August to early
September

Lord Cambourne

Very reliable heavy cropper with
good lavour

Rased n 1907,

Pick in late Seprember.

Seasan: late Seprember to
Neovember,




Whorcester Pearman

Worcester Pearmain

Sweet and pleasant flavour
remimiscent of steawbernies
wlen ripe

Introduced in 1874

Pick in September

Season: Seprember and Ocrober

Names Grieve

Sweet apple prone o canker in
WET Ateis,

Recorded in 1893 in Edinburgh
Pick in early Seprember

Season: September and October

Glenside, Sibverelale




Other varieties found in older orchards
of the A.O.N.B.

'fir LT I(

el
———

Annie Elizabeth
Arthur Turner;
Carshead

Cox's Pomona®*
Crimson Bramley

Gladstone®

Jarmes Grieve
Herrings Pippin®
lrish Peach®

King of the Pippins

Edward V11 Miller's Seedling
Ermneth Early Lady Sudeley
Golden MNoble Cockle Pippin®

Golden Spire
Howgate Wonder
Irish Reinetoe®
Loddingon Seedling”
Mere de Ménage
Queen

Royal George*

Ruel Victoria*

Tom Purt

Wirner's King

White Transparent
Winter Hawthomden
Laxton's Fortune

*found only in one orchard

Duchess of Oldenburgh®
Proctor's Scedling®
Riliston Pippin

Kame's Seedling*
lonathan

Jayhells*

Yellow Ingesirie®
Sturmer Mppin

Charles Ross

Hfownd anly fe ome prcherd

There are some unusual “combmanons”
ol apple varieties present in several

orchards

Remette

Sturter Pippin

One old Silverdale location containg
Royal George, Gladstone, and Duchess of Oldenburg
amongst several Grenadiers and another in Amside has a
mixed row of Beaury of Bath and Lady Sudeley.

The dark crimson Meére de Ménage and Golden Noble, found ina
Carr Bank orchard, must have been planted for the contrasting visual
impact they provide as well as for their excellent rasting fruits!




Other apple varieties present in younger orchards
or planted recently.

Older varieties

—

Duke of Devonshire Adams Pearmain

Christmas Pearmain Ashmeads Kernel
7 — Y Irish Peach l._]"let:lmv's ."':.L'f:_{.lling
Spurtan Claygate Pearmain Flower ol the Town

Monarch Onleiire Reivieti Wagener Belle {lu anknr.ap

Granny Smith George Cave .*"-.d':lm 5 PL";I]'.FI'IE\!I'I
Rossic Pippin Hawthomden Pitmaston Pineapple
Mather Lady's Finger ol Bledington Fosemary Russet
Laxton's Epicure Lady's Finger of Lancashire L“'-’"tl't}' Spice

Hargreave's Greensweet Ard Cairn Russer

Twenry Ounce

Tvdeman's Early Worcester

‘Modern varieties

Tival Sunset Jonagold

Acme Winter Gem Elstar

Searler Pimpemel Falszall Merton Enave

Kent Winston Red Sleeves

Gala Greensteevis Discovery

{rispin Katy Golden Delicious
Difsconery SLntan Jupiter




King Apple

This apple was exhibited [rom
Beachwood in 1883, Iris
described as conical, of medium
slze with green skin flushed
bronze

Prussian Pippin

Also from Beachwood, this vanety
was first recorded in 1853 and
exhibited in 1883 Size small;

shape tall, rectangular and convex;

skin yellow; flesh very hard;
season late.

In addition o King Apple and
Prussian Pippin there are other
missing apples [rom Lancashire
and Westmorland which are likely

to have been grown in the Amside
and Silverdale areq.

For example, there is written
evidence that the missing
Westmorland apple Green
Soldier, which has not been
recorded since 1883, was

planted on a wrrace

"at the Rectors m Heysham the
v first of November 1753"

" Interestingly, the terracing is

stll wisikle wday ar the side of
St Patrick's church and some pear
trees survived there unul the late
1980s. The onginal apple trees are
long gone bur perhaps a gralt was
taken at some ome and the varety
i5 surviving today ima local garden.

Many northemn apple varertics
which are missing now are
deseribed in "The Fruit Manual” of
1884, Culinary apples Fillhasker,
Royal Shepherd, Small Stalk,
Stirzaker's Early Square, Scarlet
Tiffing and Trumperer are all
recorded as growing in the
Lancaster area. Other lose
Lancashire apples include Pormeroy
of Lancashire, Green Tilling,
Archimedes, Livsey's Codlin and
the exotic-sounding Sugar and
Brandy described by Hogg as
"futey, very sweel, so nitich so s fo

be sichly!" Some of these varieties

"Missing" apples once grown in the AONB

may have found their way to the
Amside and Silverdale area.

Another document valuable in the
search [or missing lruit vaneries is
the 1820 Levens Hall catalogue
produced by the gardener of the
time, Alexander Forbes.
Eighty-seven apple varieties,
filty-lour pears and twenty-three
plums are included in the
catalogue. Importantly, the
names ol those who ordered the
catalogue are listed in the back
pages. A number of these people
lived in the Amside and Silverdale
area...perhaps some of those fruir
plants that were purchased so long
ago, ol varieties considered 10 be
unobrainable now, have in lact
survived somewhere in our

local villages.

Maybe a Livle Black Damask

plum, Gray Goodwile pear or
Silver Pippin apple is awaiting
I'L“d I.H!;'{'!'\"L“T}' SOMmde '\"r’hi.'rl.' in [hf
Amside and Silverdale AQONB.




"Missing" Apples Rediscovered

Excitingly, two apple varieties which were thought 1o have died out have possibly
been rediscovered in the AONB (although this is still to be confirmed by experts).
Grafrs have been taken from rhe rrees in order to asses them and to ensure their survival,

Reinetie . .
Irish Reinette

This apple was first recorded in 1851
and appears 10 have been very popular in
the late nineteenth century. It was
described by Dr Hogg in 1884 as

being "much cudtivated abme Lancaster

and the county of Westmoreland, where

it is highly esteemed.”

lrish Beinerte, which is illustrated in the
Herefordshire Pomona, is a very late culinary apple
with a shor fleshy stalk and distinetive ribbing from hase 1o
apex. In October 2004 a solitary tree was found in Storth, just
inside the old Westmorland border, in an old orchard which
alzo contains Keswick Codlins and Scorch Bridgets.

The apples from this mee had the appearunce of the

[rish Reinete. It would be nice o find another mee

with similar characienistics to help with identification,
Remette, Brideet

andKece Kane's Seedling
Described in the Apple Register and exhibited from Southwell, Nottinghamshire in 1889,
Kane's Seedling pamed an award of ment from the Royal Honiculural Sociery. It then
seems (o have disappeared unul, in June 2005, an example was found in Amside. An
carly 1o mid dessert apple, Kane's Seedling has a pale yellow skin Qushed red when ripe.
Graftwood from this mee has been sent to the National Fruit Collection ar Brogdale.

Traditional Northern Apples

Worl: is in progress on the Leighton Hall estate to plant cordons of historic northern apples within the walled
garcen. Eventually there will be more than twenty varieties in place with room 1o add meore should any
tocal "missing” apples be rediscovered. This planting will be a valuable contribution to apple conservarion.







Confercnee

‘Pears

There are comparatively lew pears in the region.
In an old Amside orchard, filteen neglected trees have
been recorded, but no other orchard seen to date
contains more than six pear trees.

Although the trees are decaying, it Other pear vaneries found in
has been possible 1o dentify - Amside and Silverdale AONB
. orchards inelude Fondante
. d'Auromne, Louise Bonne of
Jersey, Emile d'Heyst, Beth,
Plemaston Duchess,
Josephine de Malines,
Beurre Superfing Beurre
Hardy and Catillac:

specimens of Conference,
Dovenne de Comice,
Jurponelle, Hessle and
William's Bon Chrerien
The Hessle or "Hazel” pear
is widely planted in the
North of England, having
originated in the village of
Hessle in East Yorkshire in - Young William's
the 1820s;

a=
S0 [ar 90 pear trees have
been recarded, including
15 Conference, 1 William's Bon
A Victonan metal name tag Chretien and 7 Hessle. Several
recovered rom the grounds of remain aridentified ar this stage.
Yealand Manor reveals thar Beurre

el wis one grown there,

Other pear varieties present in our orchards include
Fondante d'Automne Louise Bonne of Jersey Beurre Superfin
Emile d'Heyst Pitmaston Duchess Catillac
Josephine de Malines Beurre Hardy

Beth




Plums & Damsons

Plum trees outnumber pear trees in the Area

LOT plum tees have There are over 250 damson trees in the AON B, a lew ol which are Farleigh
been recorded <o and Merryweather whilst the vast majority are Westmorland,

tar, 57 of which
are Vicroria,
This mighz say
something abou

"the Westmorland damson is 4 member of the plum famiby, 1t is thotght to be o
type of Shropshire prune, possibly the Blue Vialet, b mproved by the wnigue
conchtions i Westmorland and pallination by the wild Bullace and Slog,"

the commercial possibilities of A member ol the Northern Fruir Group is interested in

plum-growing here, in either the discavering the presence in the north of the Blue Violer
past or present, as a 1944 damson which apparently omginated in Westmorland. is
nanonwide survey discovered thar of a small blue-black colour and is teady to use from

20% of plum rrees growing on early August.

commercial holdings were Victoria, .
' Damson rees are often planted i rows on the

exposed edges of orchards in order o provide

protection for more tender fruits within,

For example there are
twenty-seven damson trees
on the wesiemn boundary at
Glenside, eleven on the
northern end of
Briery
Bank
orchard.

37 remnant plum trees have
been recorded in the orchard ar
Glenside, Silverdale, including
Belle de Louvain, Czar Farly
Rivers, Kirke's Blue, Victoria,
Purple Pershore. possibly
Pershare Yellow Fgp.

Orther plums present in our
orchards include Opal, Severn
Cross, Marjorie's Seedling,

The President and Mirabelle de
Nancy. Greengages, which area
green variety of plum, include
Cambricdge Gage, Reine Claude
Dorie, Quillins Gage and 0OId
Transparent Gage. In addition
there are many wild plums 1o be
lound in the AONB's hedgerows.




Cherries and other fmits

There are a lew cherry trees in gardens and orchards including Morello and
Stella varieties. At Leighton Hall Home Farm there is a small cherry orchard
containing ormamental and culinary varieties.

Other fruits found at individual locations include mulberries, medlars (@ small, brown,
apple-like fruit), walnuts, filberts, figs, hazel, cob and sweet chesmuts.

What to do with Surplus Fruit

There is no getting away from the fact that the
commercial orchard does not exist anymore within
the AONB. However, there are enough orchard owners
o [orm a group which could promote the AGNEB's
fruit. Such a group could, for example, organise fruir
picking sessions, run eccasional marker days and/or
collaborare on the juicing of fruits. These, or similar,
enterprises would provide the public with varieties of
fresh fruir not to be found in
supermarkets.

Urchard owners and other
frude tree prowers would
alsa be able to share
knowledge and pool
ideas o the long term
benefir of the fron

Orchard Link

An Orchard Link ininative has been set up by the
north-west section of the Northem Fruit Group
order o support small scale orchard production.

The initiative is hacked by the Combra Fells and

Crales LEADER+ Programme in orcder

O

to link orchard owners with Cumbnan
businesses which require supplies of apples
and other orchard and salt fruits. Much
orchard fruir goes unpicked each year, yet
there are local producers who need apples and
ather fruir to make juice, preserve and

other value added products

tor co-ordinare with other arcas of the counery
e promote and conserve orchards and
archard produce

@ tor gather good pracoce in all areas of orchard
conservation and produce a definitive guide

Cumbria Fells and Dales LEADER+ Programme, The Old Stables, Redhills, Penrith, Cumbria CAIl ODT
Tel: 01768 869533

iy
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Apple Days

Apple Days are becoming more and more popular.
Annual events take place in October at many venues
in northern England e.g.

Acorn Bank (National Trust), Temple Sowerby, near Penrith
Eccleston, near Preston
The Gregson Centre, Lancaster
R.H.S Harlow Carr, Harrogate

At an Apple Day you can sometimes see hundreds ol dilferent vadenes of
apples, taste some of the mere unusual kinds that vou cannot find in the
shops and buy some to ke home, Nurseries oller interesting varieties of
apple trees to buy. There is often an apple identification service when you
can bring some apples [rom your mystery garden trees to be idenafied by
experts and an Apple Doctor with whom vou can discuss your problems.
There is usually lots 1o ecar and drink [rom apple cakes and chutey 1o
apple juice and cider and often cookery demonserations with apples.
Sometimes there are pruning and grafring demonstrations and games such
as apple hobbing and the apple and spoon race, storyrelling and archery,
The Amside and Silverdale AONB Unit held their first Apple Day in
October 2003,




Planting a Young Tree

Remove turf from a 1 metre square
area. Dig a hole, then loosen the
soil in the hotom. Tork in
compost or manure and bonemeal.
Aim o build the hole so that the
tree will be bured ar the same
depth as it was in the nursery.
Dirive stake liomly through the
hottom of the hole. Add the mee
into the hole, Leaving a gap of
7.5cms {3 inches) between
supporting stake and tree, add a
rubber tree tie in a ligure of eight
berween the stake and the tree
stem. Firm the soll around the
roats and mulch at the base,
avoiding contact with tree stem.

!|J|
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Basic Fruit Tree Care

@ Sweep up fallen leaves from beneath
trees in aumwmn o aveid spread of disease

e Prune [or shape during the dormant season
(December to the end of February) curting
out diseased. crossing or rubbing branches
and removing deadwood

@ Reduce crowns of raller, older trees 1o
limit damage from winter gales

@ Thin ow overcrowded areas within the mree
in order to encourage light to penetrate

@ Prune older trees pradually, over 3 or
4 years

@ Feed with blood, fish and bone at the
end of January. Mulch with well-rotted
manure or {.'ﬂl'l.'lp[l"i[

o When planting new frut rrees, keep grass
away [rom base

® Stake and provide adequate mee guards
where rahbits and deer are a threat

@ Plant bare-rooted trees in the dormant
season




Some unidentified
apples trom the AQNE,
grafted onte MM 106
rootstocks, There may
MALIL A5 be ‘'missing’ varieties

| amongst them.

One supplier of roatstock lor apple, peat, plum and cherry cultivation is Frank. B Matthews Ltd., Berrington Court,
Tenbury Wells, Worcestershire, WR15 8TH Tel: 01584 810214, e-mail enquiries fpmatthews.couk







Conclusions

The Orchards

Orchards have Qourshed in

the ADONE and its environs for
hundreds of years Now the
number of elder erchards &5
declining; work is needed if they
are to be saved. There has been a
partictlarly desmatic fall in orchard
numbers since the Second World
War but some new planting of fnut
trees by individuals has taken
place.

Fruit Varieties

More than |00 apple varieties are
present in the AONB, with others
yet to be idennfied. Importantly,

rare varieties have heen discovered

Apples predominate followed hy
damsons, plums and pears.

Fruit Growers

There has been an enormous
amount of interest and poodwill
from all concerned.

Many requeses have been received
for "niew” r::!:rlur;cmunt trees of old
well-loved vareries and for advice
on orchard maintenanee.

Enthusiasts have expressed interest
n visiung other orchards in order
to "compire notes”.

Data

Gathering ol inlormation will
continue in order to gain a
comprehensive picture of
fruit-growving in the AONB.

The AONB's unique orchard heritage originates from many
centuries ago. With nurture, our remaining orchards
can flourish again and be part of our landscape
lar into the [uture.







Organisations and Groups

Brogdale

Home of the National Fruit
Collecnons, the largest collection
of fruits in the world. Includes
over 2300 varieties of apple, 550

of pear, 350 of plum, 220 of cherry

and more,

Brogdale Hortieultural Trost, Brogdale
Road, Faversham, Kent ME 13 8X2
Teb: 01795 531 710

Email: info cc; brogdale.org uk

www bropdale org

Wisley

Has an extensive collectdon
ol fruir trees,

RH.S. Garden, Wisley, Wiking,
Surrey GU23 60B

Tel: 014683 224 234

Fax: 01483 211 230
www.rhs.orp.uk

Common Ground,

Instrumental in alerting the public
about the plight of Brinsh orchards
and in organising the list Apple
Day festivals. Champions the
preservanion of "local" varieties.
Produces advisory pamphlets on
all marters relating o orchards
and much more.

21 High Street, Shaftesbury, SP7 8]E
Tel: Q174 785 0820
www.commonground.org.uk

MNational Orchard Forum

Launched in 2002, Facilitates
shanng of informacen and deas
berween local orchard groups
and also more widely within the
country. Alms o encourage
archard owners in the protection
ol rracitional varieties which are
threatened wirh extinetion
Winrer and summer newslerters
published plus oceasional flyers
during the year

Membership and Secretary

Lindu Blenkinship of the Northemn e Groap)
Emnl: lindablenkinshipiyshoo.co uk
12, Calverley Boad, Oulton,

Leces, 152 B[O

Tel: 0113 282 8324




The Northern Fruit Group The group publishes information leaflers on all aspects of fruir growing.

The group was lormed in 1995 Although the majority of events take place in Yorkshire, there are active-

and currently has aver 300 members of the group in the North-West engaged in many

members. pomelogical activines west of the Penmines (like the wnting of orchard
bookletst).

Group Aims:

To promote knowledge of the Membership secretary Mrs Sharan Packer

cultivation of fruit of all types, 34 Cookndge Drive, Leeds,

particularly those varieties West Yorkshire, LS16 THW

suitable lor growing in the

Marth of England. Suhscription currently £5.00 pa. or L8.00 for a couple

sharing the same address.
1o organize or assist with displays,
exhibitions, shows and meenngs

,Dp,r_-n Lo ]_h,: pubh;_ To ser up Tl‘l& WEEmDTIaﬂd Dal‘ﬂSﬂn MSUCiatjUﬂ

registers of ald fruit varieties Formed by a group of local peaple in 1996 who wished 1o preserve and
and orchards in the North of promote the damson orchards in the old county of Westmorland, especially
England and advise on orchard in and around the Lyth Valley, The annual Damson Day lestival attracts visi-
establishment and maintenance. tors from far and wide. Adviee on all aspects of damson culovanon,

What the Group Offers: Hon. Secretary and Membership Secretary - Bill Clifford, Greenside,
Meetings to give help and advice Crosthwaite, Kendal, Cumbria LAB 8]L

to members are presently held at Tel: 07979495390 email: enquirestlythdamsons.org

the RHS Garden, Harlow Carm, www lythdamsons.org uk
Harrogate, At other venues there .
dre sessions on winter dnd summer
pruning, propagation techniques
such s budding and grafting,
restoring neglected trees dnd
disease control,

A quarterly newsletter is issued
keeping members informed abour
meetings, shows, the introduction
ol new varieties etc. Visits to other
interesnng fruit collections are
arranged; these may be private
gardens and orchards or

commercial operations.







Stewardship Grants
Grants are often available for the maintenance and planting of trees in orchards. Further information and contact
details ean be obtaineed from the AONE Office at the Old Starion Building, Amside LAS OHG. Tel: 01524 710534,

Green Partnership Awards

Grants for Environmental Action in Lancashire.

Funding of many eligible projects, including treeplanting, orchard conservation and the organisation of Apple Days.
Contact: Lancashire Counry Council, Environment Directorate, PO Box 9, Guild House, Cross Sireet,

Preston PRL 8RD
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